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In the Claims: 

Please amend the claims as follows: 



Claim 46. (Currently Amended) 



1 



Claims 1-45. (Canceled) 

A method of reducing a stent in cross-section comprising 

the steps of 

a) providing a crimper having a plurality of closely spaced movable dies defining an 
aperture, the dies arranged to form an iris^ the iris having an aperture which is redu gfble in size 
h Y mnvfnp r the dies 1 the aperture having a center, each of the dies having a longmidinal axis 
which is tangent to the aperture ; 

b) placing a stent disposed about a catheter within the aperture; 

c) crimping the stent onto the catheter by reducing the size ofxhe aperture. 
Claim 47. (Previously presented) The method of claim 46 wJiCTeinthe stent is disposed about a 
medical balloon, the medical balloon disposed about a cathefc 

Claim 48. (Previously presented) The method of clajjfc 46 further comprising the step of 
cooling the temperature of the dies below ambient temperature. 



Claim 49. (Previously presented) The methods claim 48 wherein the stent is made of 



nitinoL 

Claim 50. (Previously presented) 
Claim 5L (Previously presented) 
Claim 52. (Previously presented) 
Claim 53. (Previously presented) 



The/method of claim 46 wherein the dies are wedge-shaped. 

ie method of claim 46 wherein at least 8 dies are provideiiO 
The method of claim 46 wherein at least 1 6 dies are provided. / 



The method of claim 46 wherein the dies are moved 
cooperatively inward during the moving step. 

Claim 54. (Previously^resented) The method of claim 46 wherein the entirety of the stent is 
disposed in the apermre during the placing step. 

Claim 55. (Currently amended) A method of crimping a stent comprising the steps of: 
a) npoviding a crimper having a plurality of closely spaced overlapping movable dies 

^ a fa;TiftATi ^pm-turr^ thn np^ffnr* cItpH tn tiwmw n rtnnt fhnrmn arranged t n fo r m an iris having 
an ajferture which is reducible in size, each.of the dies having an inward facing.straight side 
eh faces the aperture; 
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b) placing a stent disposed about a catheter within the aperture, the inward facing stnrighfr/ 
sides of the dies facing the stent : 

c) reducing the size of the aperture by moving the movablo dies, th e di e s contacting^ st e nt 
nnri ^Ttipir i p th f » rfnnt onto the cathete r and contacting the i n ward facing straight sidegfrf the dies 
against the stent so as to crimp the stent onto the catheter . 

Claim 56. (Previously presented) The method of claim 55 wherein the sten^iS disposed about a 
medical balloon, the medical balloon disposed about a catheter. 

Claim 57. (Previously presented) The method of claim 55 whereinyJhe stent is cooled below 
ambient temperature prior to reducing the size of the aperture. 

Claim 58. (Previously presented) The method of claim 55 wl^rein the stent is made of nitinol. 

The method of claim SS^wherein the dies are wedge-shaped. 
The method of claW55 wherein at least 8 dies are provided, 



The method of claim 55 wherein at least 1 6 wedge-shaped dies 



Claim 59. (Previously presented) 
Claim 60. (Previously presented) 
the dies being wedge-shaped. 
Claim 61. (Previously presented) 
are provided. 

Claim 62. (Previously presented) The Method of claim 55 wherein the entirety of the stent is 
disposed in the aperture during the placing step. 

Claim 63. (Currently amended) /A method of reducing a stent in cross-section comprising 
the steps of 

a) providing a crimpe/haviag a plurality of clos e ly s pac e d movable dies defining aa 
aperture, the di e s arranges to form an iri s, the dies in mechanical co mfnunic qtion with an 
actuator, rotary motiofi af the actuator causing the aperture to increa se in size or decrease in size; 

b) placing^ stent disposed 'about a catheter within the apertur e, the stent having a first 
substantially umform cross s e ction along its length; 

ri) Ai^mpinfT nt Unst ft portion of th e stent onto th e cathotor bv applying rotary motion to the 
actuatop^to reduce re ducing t he size of the apertur e sufficiently to contact the dies against the stent 
and>r^duce the stent in cross-section. . the crimpod portion of the stent having a substantially uniform 
ofiG section. 
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Sb G^^-y* Claim 64. (Previously presented) The method of claim 63 wherein the stent is disposed about; 

medical balloon, the medical balloon disposed about a catheter. / 
Claim 65. (Previously presented) The method of claim 63 further comprising the step encoding 



x Claim 66. (Previously presented) 
Claim 67. (Previously presented) 
Claim 68. (Previously presented) 
Claim 69. (Previously presented) 
Claim 70, (Previously presented) 



the temperature of the dies below ambient temperature. 

The method of claim 65 wherein the stent is ntode of nitinol. 
The method of claim 63 wherein the dies/we wedge-shaped. 
The method of claim 63 wherein at le^t 8 dies are provided. 
The method of claim 63 wherein a^least 1 6 dies are provided. 
The method of claim 63 wherein the dies are moved 
cooperatively inward during the moving step. 

Claim 71* (Previously presented) The method of claim 6^wherein the entirety of the stent is 
disposed in the aperture during the placing step. 

Claim 72. (New) A method of reducing a stent inxross-section comprising the steps of 

a) providing a crimper having eight or more movable dies defining an aperture having a 
center, each die having an inward facing flat portion which faces the center of the aperture, the 
dies arranged to form an iris comprising at least eight of the inward facing flat portions, the 
aperture being reducible in size by moving the inward facing flat portions toward the center of 
the aperture; 

b) placing a stent disposed about a catheter within the aperture; 

c) crimping the stent onto the catheter by reducing the size of the aperture, the inward feeing 
flat portions contacting the stent. 

'he method of claim 72 wherein the stent is disposed about a medical balloon, 
the medical balloon disposed about a catheter. 
> Claim 74. (Nejrf) The method of claim 72 further comprising the step of cooling the temperature 

of the dies lielow ambient temperature. 
V Claim (New) The method of claim 74 wherein the stent is made of nitinoL 
Claim 76. (New) The method of claim 72 wherein the dies are wedge-shaped, 
77. (New) The method of claim 72 wherein at least 16 dies are provided. 
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^h!) . @^^> Claim 78. (New) The method of claim 72 wherein the dies are movedcooperatiygt 
during the moving stop. 

72wherein the entirety of the stent is disposed in the 




Claim 79. (New) T7ieme£ 
ap^daif©-dtiiiSg*£eplacing step. 
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